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Until the advent of the Internet, the acquisition of 
knowledge was a linear process, with the discoveries of 
one innovator only becoming available to be built upon by 
the next after being reported to, evaluated by, and 
eventually published in a journal of repute. Similarly, the 
process of creation of collaborative works was largely 
limited to individuals that were physically in one location, 
due to the need for real time communication. Not 
surprisingly, the legal rules, tools and practices that 
evolved over time reflected this sequential and insular 
process of creation, tilting the balance of rights towards 
the creators, in part because the opportunities for 
societally beneficial, real-time sharing were limited. Now 
that those limitations have fallen away, creators of all 
types are voluntarily relaxing their ownership rights in 
order to mutually enjoy the benefits of greater access, 
faster development, and more useful collaboration. In this 
article, I review some of the many ways and domains in 
which this revolution is occurring, highlight some of the 
legal tools that innovative individuals have created in 
order to facilitate this process, and offer thoughts on how 
these important developments in the acquisition and 
sharing of knowledge can best be encouraged to thrive in 
the future.
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HJM@�>JHKG@S�OTK@N�JA�G@<MIDIB�=<N@?�PKJI�<=NOM<>ODJIN��OCMJPBC�
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NJH@� JA� OC@� PIDLP@� ?DN>JQ@MD@N� JA� JI@� >PGOPM@� RJPG?� =@�
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M@N@<M>C@M���RJPG?�PNP<GGT�IJO�C<Q@�APGG�<>>@NN�OJ�OC@�?DN>JQ@MD@N�
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JA�NP>C�M@<G
ODH@�<>>@NN�OJ�Q<GP<=G@�?<O<�C<N�@I>JPM<B@?�H<IT�DI�
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